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September 8, 2017  

 

Hon. Kamala Harris  

United States Senate  

112 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Hon. Rand Paul  

United States Senate  

167 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510

 

RE: Pretrial Integrity and Safety Act of 2017 (S.1593) 

 

Dear Senator Harris and Senator Paul,  

 

We write to express our support for your bill, the Pretrial Integrity and Safety Act of 2017 (S.1593). 

By offering states the resources necessary to reform the practice of money bail, this important 

legislation will ultimately improve public safety and strengthen our criminal justice system.  

 

As current and former leaders in law enforcement, we know from experience that conditioning 

freedom on someone’s ability to pay for it does not enhance public safety. Under money bail 

systems, nearly half of violent offenders buy their way into unsupervised release.1 Too often, those 

who cannot afford bail are people who were arrested for nonviolent offenses. Thus, we spend 

taxpayer dollars to keep them behind bars while dangerous individuals quickly return to our streets.  

The Pretrial Integrity and Safety Act would support states to adopt research-based pretrial risk 

assessments that would reform money bail systems, allowing us to keep high-risk offenders in jail 

and save resources, choosing when to best use our resources to incarcerate low-level offenders.  

 

Oversized jail populations cost taxpayers billions annually, further drawing law enforcement 

resources away from apprehending and prosecuting violent offenders. Since 2000, detainees awaiting 

trial have accounted for 95 percent of national jail population growth.2 Approximately 450,000 jail 

inmates are currently awaiting trial at any given moment, costing taxpayers approximately $38 

million per day, for a total of $14 billion annually. 3 Moving away from money bail can help our 

police officers and prosecutors focus their attention on keeping violent criminals off the streets. 

Pretrial Justice Institute estimated that instituting bail reform could result in roughly $78 billion in 

savings a year – resources that can be redirected to law enforcement fighting violent crime.4  
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Many states have initiated this effort. Kentucky, for example, has required judges to use pretrial risk 

assessments to determine pre-trial decisions since 2011, resulting in the pre-trial release of about 70 

percent of arrestees, while saving the state approximately $25 million in one year.5 In California, 

Santa Clara County law enforcement implemented the use of pretrial risk assessments in 2014, 

resulting in the release of 1,400 defendants from jail  in 2014 and savings of approximately $31.3 

million within six months. 6 Despite the increase in pretrial releases, the county’s impressive 95 

percent court appearance rate remained, and 99 percent of released defendants were not re-arrested 

on new charges.7  

 

As more states join the national movement of bail reform, it is crucial that they have federal support 

— especially those states that have high incarceration rates, but lack the funding necessary to reform 

their money bail systems. As law enforcement who have fought on the front lines against violence, 

we support your bill, the Pretrial Integrity and Safety Act of 2017 as a vital step toward prioritizing 

public safety.  

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

Ronal Serpas 

Chairman, Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime & Incarceration 

Former Police Superintendent, New Orleans, Louisiana  

 

Hassan Aden 

Executive Fellow, Police Foundation 

Former Police Chief, Greenville, North Carolina 

 

Eric Atkinson 

Police Chief, Menomonie, Wisconsin 

 

William Bones 

Police Chief, Boise, Idaho 

 

William Bratton 

Former Police Commissioner, New York, New York 

 

Kami Chavis 

Former Assistant U.S. Attorney, District of Columbia 

 

John Chisholm 

District Attorney, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin 

 

John J. Choi 

County Attorney, Ramsey County, Minnesota 
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Ronald Davis 

Former Director, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) 

Former Police Chief, East Palo Alto, California 

 

W. Thomas Dillard 

Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Tennessee 

 

Richard Doran 

Former Attorney General, Florida 

 

Edward Dowd, Jr. 

Former President, National Association of Former United States Attorneys 

Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Missouri   

 

Robert Fiske, Jr. 

Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of New York 

 

Paul H. Fitzgerald 

Sheriff, Story County, Iowa 

 

Michael O. Freeman 

County Attorney, Hennepin County, Minnesota  

 

Barry Grissom 

Former U.S. Attorney, District of Kansas 

 

Gregory Hamilton 

Former Sheriff, Travis County, Texas 

 

Ronald Hampton 

Former Chair, National Black Police Association 

Former Executive Director, National Black Police Association 

 

William Holbrook 

Police Chief, Columbia, South Carolina 

 

Kevin J. Joyce 

Sheriff, Cumberland County, Maine 

 

David LaBahn 

President and CEO, Association of Prosecuting Attorneys 
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William Lansdowne 

Former Police Chief, San Diego, California 

 

Leon Lott 

Sheriff, Richland County, South Carolina 

 

Joel A. Merry 

Sheriff, Sagadahoc County, Maine 

Former President, Maine Sheriffs Association 

 

Stephanie Morales 

Commonwealth’s Attorney, Portsmouth, Virginia 

 

Matt Orwig 

Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Texas 

 

Angela R. Pacheco 

Former District Attorney, Santa Fe, Rio Arriba and Los Alamos Counties, New Mexico 

 

Andrew Peralta 

Former President, National Latino Peace Officers Association 

 

Brad Pigott 

Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Mississippi 

 

Richard J. Pocker 

Former U.S. Attorney, District of Nevada 

 

Timothy Purdon 

Former U.S. Attorney, District of North Dakota 

 

Gary Raney 

Former Sheriff, Ada County, Idaho 

 

Richard Rossman 

Executive Director, National Association of Former United States Attorneys 

Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Michigan   

 

Susan Segal 

City Attorney, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 

Jiles Ship 

Former President, National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives 
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David Steingraber 

Former Police Chief, Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 

 

Carter Stewart 

Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Ohio 

Cyrus Vance 

District Attorney, New York County, New York 

 

Joyce Vance 

Distinguished Visiting Lecturer in Law, University of Alabama School of Law 

Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Alabama 

 

Thomas Wine 

Commonwealth’s Attorney, Jefferson County, Kentucky 
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