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Over 70 Top Police Chiefs and Prosecutors Urge Congress to Pass Criminal Justice Reform
Sentencing Bill Necessary to Reduce Crime and Incarceration, Top Law Enforcement Officials Say

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In an unprecedented show of support for criminal justice reform by law
enforcement, members of Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration—a group
of police chiefs, sheriffs, district attorneys, federal prosecutors, and attorneys general—sent a letter
to the House and Senate leadership today urging Congress to pass sentencing reform. The letter
comes on the same day the Senate Judiciary Committee holds a major hearing on criminal justice
reform.

The letter, signed by over 70 prominent police chiefs and federal prosecutors, urges Congress to act
on the Sentencing Reform and Corrections Act of 2015, which would reduce prison populations by
reforming federal mandatory minimum sentences. This powerful endorsement from an unexpected
source could provide a critical boost to the bill, as the Senate holds a major hearing on justice
reform today. In the letter, law enforcement officials explain that incarceration levels in the United
States have reached a crisis point and that all evidence shows that our high levels of incarceration
have failed to make our country safer. Instead, skyrocketing incarceration has diverted vital law
enforcement resources from targeting serious and violent crime.

Republican cosponsors of the bill Senators John Cornyn (R-Tex.), Chuck Grassley (R-lowa), Lindsey
Graham (R-S.C.), and Mike Lee (R-Utah) circulated the letter this morning to every member of
Congress, along with a companion letter from former federal law enforcement officials.

“This is a unique moment of rare bipartisan consensus on the urgent need for criminal justice
reform,” the letter reads. “As law enforcement leaders, we want to make clear where we stand: Not
only is passing federal mandatory minimum reform necessary to reduce incarceration, it is also
necessary to help law enforcement continue to keep crime at its historic lows across the country.”

“Today, law enforcement leaders from across the nation join together to let our lawmakers know
that reforming federal mandatory minimum sentences will help keep down crime and unnecessary
incarceration. As police chiefs and prosecutors, our first priority is public safety. But we know first-
hand from our experience that our country’s high levels of incarceration are not making us safer.”
said Ronal Serpas, Co-Chair of Law Enforcement Leaders and former Superintendent of the
New Orleans Police Department. “To help law enforcement do our jobs better, we urge Congress
to act to swiftly pass the Sentencing Reform and Corrections Act."

Other prominent signatories include Richard Thornburgh, former Attorney General of the
United States for Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush, Tom Manger, President of the Major
Cities Chiefs Association, and Richard Rossman, Executive Director of the National
Association of Former United States Attorneys.
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The full text of the letter can be found here. Signatories include:

Bill Citty, Police Chief, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Kevin Davis, Police Commissioner, Baltimore, Maryland

Donald ]). DeGabrielle, Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Texas

Edward Dowd, Jr., Former President, National Association of Former United States
Attorneys; Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Missouri

Robert Fiske, Jr., Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of New York

Janeé Harteau, Police Chief, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Hal Hardin, Former U.S. Attorney, Middle District of Tennessee

Walter Holton, Former U.S. Attorney, Middle District of North Carolina

Brendan V. Johnson, Former U.S. Attorney, South Dakota

B. Todd Jones, Former Director, U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives;
Former U.S. Attorney, District of Minnesota

G. Douglas Jones, Former U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Alabama

Tom Manger, President, Major Cities Chiefs’ Association

Sherry Matteucci, Former U.S. Attorney, District of Montana

Charles McClelland, Police Chief, Houston, Texas

William McManus, Police Chief, San Antonio, Texas

Matthew Orwig, Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Texas

Kathleen O’Toole, Police Chief, Seattle, Washington

Brad Pigott, Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of Mississippi

A.C. Roper, Police Chief, Birmingham, Alabama

Richard Rossman, Executive Director, National Association of Former United States
Attorneys, Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District of Michigan

Ronal Serpas, Co-Chairman, Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration;
Former Superintendent, New Orleans Police Department

Greg Suhr, Police Chief, San Francisco, California

Richard Thornburgh, Former Attorney General of the United States for Ronald Reagan and
George H.W. Bush; Former Governor of Pennsylvania; Former U.S. Attorney, Eastern District
of Pennsylvania

Brett Tolman, Former U.S. Attorney, District of Utah

Edward G. Warin, Former U.S. Attorney, District of Nebraska

Robert White, Police Chief, Denver, Colorado
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About Law Enforcement Leaders

Law Enforcement Leaders unites more than 160 current and former police chiefs, sheriffs, federal
and state prosecutors, and attorneys general from all 50 states to urge for a reduction in both crime
and incarceration. We believe that the country can reduce incarceration while keeping down crime,
and we support changes to our criminal justice system to achieve that goal.

See a full list of members here. Read our Statement of Principles here.

For more information on Law Enforcement Leaders, visit www.lawenforcementleaders.org or
@lawleadgroup.
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